Hi!  Dot

This is a dream come true.  I’ve always wanted to describe what it was like inside EAST LODGE.  It’s so hard to imagine looking at it from outside.  So here goes!!  

Inside there are 2 rooms & an attic.  Living room to the left & bedroom to the right, with a small entrance hallway as you enter.  The hallway consists of table with a basin on top, some pegs for towels.  A ladder leading up to a hatch door, which had to be pushed up by hand to open.  A big step had to be taken to reach the attic floor.  The living room had a linoleum floor & carpets.  2 windows with lace curtains & pull down blinds & wide window sills.  
On the sill there was a glass fishbowl with a boy & girl on either side, looking at the fish.  In front of the window, there was a gate legged table & 2 chairs & a stool.  The other 2 chairs were kept in the bedroom.  Then there was a straight backed chair with wooden arms & a spittoon in front of it (Granda’s chair).  Between that chair & Granny’s more comfy chair, was a table with a wireless & a tilly lamp.  
On the next wall was a huge sideboard with cupboards & drawers & a mirror.  On top of that there were pictures & a glass chicken with a lid.  This is where the peppermints were kept.  
On the other wall there was a pantry cupboard for dishes food etc and yummy condensed milk.  Then came the black stove with the oven on the side & always 2 kettles on top.  The chrome trim was the shiniest you ever did see.  
The chimney went right up through the middle of the house.  On the wall by the cupboard was a sparkly type picture of the Empire Exhibition & one of a parrot.  I still have the parrot.  Behind the door were hooks for our coats.  The door was painted with a marble look.  Sort of beige gold & yellow.  Grand was so proud of the paint job!!  
The bedroom had a small fireplace & at the side was a set of shelves with knick knacks & photos & a coal oil lamp.  Then there was the huge bed-in-the-wall (recessed), a chest of drawers & a dresser.  (Don’t recall a wardrobe or cupboard) 2 chairs from living room.  
Bath night was a metal laundry tub filled by kettles of boiled water, in front of the fire.  
The attic was very cosy with the chimney going up through the centre.  This divided the space in to two rooms.  One side had a double mattress on the floor (for company) & just trinks & chests & boxes.  The other side had a small window which was pushed out to open.  It had a bed & a chest of drawers small school desk & a small chest of drawers for doll clothes I have it in Canada for my jewelry.  
Oh! The toilet & the water!!!  There just wasn’t any!  There was a tap out-side which was piped down from the mountain & when that froze there was a long hike to the river.  A pail was brought in & placed under the table in the hallway for dishes, handwashing etc. The kettles were filled from the tap.  Constantly on the boil on the stove.  
The toilet was across the avenue, down a little curved path to an outhouse with a chemical toilet.  Toilet paper was tissue paper squares and the tissue from Mandarin oranges at Christmas!  
Outside the house there was a box on legs with a fine wire screen door.  That was our 'fridge.  
A long path led down to the wash-house, chicken house, coal shed & wood shed.  There was a source of water there somewhere?  I can’t remember.  
The gates to Ardkinglas Estate were attatched to the house & had to be opened & closed for visitors.

Hope this is O.K.   Helen Dunion
